DEC. 7]                        ST AMBROSE, B. C.

answer to the emperor, wherein, amongst other things, he says, " Who
can deny that, in causes of faith, the bishops judge Christian emperors?
so far are they from   being judged   by them.    Would you have  me
choose lay judges,  that if they maintain the true faith, they may be
banished or put to death?   Would you have me expose them either to a
prevarication or to torments ?   Ambrose is not of that consequence for the
priesthood to be debased and dishonoured for his sake.    The life of one
man is not to be compared with the dignity of all the bishops.    If a con-
ference is to be held about the faith, it belongs to the bishops to hold it,
as was done under Constantine, who left them the liberty of being judges/*
After sending this remonstrance to the emperor, signed by his own
hand, St Ambrose retired into the church, where he was for some time
guarded by the people, who stood within doors night and day lest he should
be carried away by violence;, and the church was soon surrounded by
soldiers sent from court, who suffered people to go in, but no one to come
out.    St Ambrose being thus shut up with the people, preached often to
them.   One of those sermons, which he made on Palm Sunday, is extant,
under this title:   " On not delivering up the Basilicas/'    In it he says,
u Are you afraid that I would forsake you, to secure my own life?   But
you might have observed by my answer, that I could not possibly forsake
the church, because I fear the Lord of the whole world more than the
emperor;  that if they carry me by force from the church, they may draw
away my body, but they can never separate my mind from it:  that if he
proceeds against me as a prince, I will suffer as a bishop.    Why then are
you troubled ?   I shall never quit you voluntarily; but I can never resist or
oppose violence.    I can sigh and lament:  I can weep and groan.   But tears
are my only arms against swords, soldiers, and Goths. Bishops have no other
defence.    I cannot, I ought not to resist any other ways.   But as to flying
away and forsaking my church, that I will never do.   The respect which
I have for the emperor does not make me yield cowardly:   I offer myself
willingly to torments, and fear not the mischiefs they threaten me with.,.."
The saint spoke with an astonishing intrepidity of the sword, fire, or
banishment, detected boldly the impiety of Auxentius, and other Arian
persecutors, and called their new law a flying sword sent over the empire
to kill some by corporal death, others in their souls by the guilt of sacrilege.
What he mentioned of the chariot is explained by Paulinus, who relates
that one Euthymius had placed a chariot at a house near the church, that
he might take away St Ambrose with greater ease and carry him Into
banishment.    But a year after he was himself put into the same chariot,
and carried from that very house into banishment; under which misfortune
St Ambrose furnished him with money and other necessaries for his journey.
This historian mentions several other stratagems laid during" this time to
take or kill the servant of God, and sap that one came with a sword to